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The North Country Board of Realtors
would like to invite all Realtors to the
Mountain View Grand in Whitefield on
June 26, 2007 for the Induction of New
Members, Realtor of the Year and Honor
Society Awards. Thanks to sponsorship
from Warranty Title and Universal
Mortgage, the breakfast will only cost $10
and will begin at 9 a.m. Please call Aurore
Hood at 788-4663 to RSVP by noon on
Friday, June 15. Please bring a donation
for the local food pantry.

88A Main Street
Colebrook, NH 03576

1-866-50-MOOSE
www.greatnorthwoodsrealty.com

Patricia A. Hinds - Owner/Broker
Joey S. Sweatt - Associate Broker

Sandi Byrnes - Sales Associate

STEWARTSTOWN — Large 8 bedroom converted
school house in zoning-free Stewartstown.
Direct snowmobile trail access. Has operated
as B&B in the past, but a perfect spot for your
growing family. Large great room with electric
fireplace, 2 bath, fully equipped kitchen, office.
Comes fully furnished/equipped. Gazebo
#2659065 $175,000

COLEBROOK — Well maintained in-town home
offers 2 bedrooms with wide soft wood plank
floors, an oversized family room with cast iron
kerosene stove, fireplace in the living room,
attached 2 car garage, and the sounds of the
river from just about anywhere in the home.
#2638561 $115,000

CANAAN, VT. — This meticulously maintained
home features large rooms with open floor
plan. New additions and many updates.
Excellent views over Lake Wallace and into
Canada from anywhere inside and on the
screen porch. Partially finished walkout base-
ment boasts family room and workshop/craft
room. 2 car garage, snowmobile access, and
deeded access to the lake. #2659510

$125,000

COLEBROOK — Great in-town location—this
could either be a great home for the large fam-
ily, or a smaller family with in-law unit that has
been completely remodeled, maybe even that
teen who wants their own space, or rent out
the smaller unit to help with the mortgage—
endless possibilities. Come and take a look
#2659664 $82,000

COLUMBIA — Town maintained road, and priva-
cy. Beautiful  cape on 5 acres. 1st floor com-
pletely finished with 2 BR, bath, LR, kitchen,
and breezeway. Second floor is framed for 2
B R and full bath is in. Basement
workshop/family room and attached garage.
Perfect for that growing family. #2659724

$167,000

BLOOMFIELD, VT. — 4 bedroom home overlook-
ing the Connecticut River Valley is ready and
waiting for you. Bordered by small brook and
pastures this home offers all of the privacy and
country charm you’re looking for. Mountain
views, attached garage, shed/workshop, and
snowmobile trail access by permission are just
a few of the great features this home has to
offer. #2659837 $135,000

PITTSBURG — Located in the heart of the Great
North Woods, his home offers new furnace, a
woodstove, and hardwood floors throughout.
Great in-town location with horseshoe drive
and a 37x42 garage to store all of your toys.
#2658022 $93,000

PITTSBURG — Nestled on 1± acre lot sets this
open concept cabin with walkout basement.
With a little TLC, it would make a great get-
away or year-round home. Trail access and
only minutes to the Connecticut Lakes and all
that Pittsburg has to offer. #2657952 $90,000

Room to Grow and
a Yard to enjoy!

Lancaster — This well maintained 5
bdrm., 2 bath raised ranch has an open
floor plan, custom kitchen w/bi-level
breakfast bar and offers two bedrooms
on main floor and 2 bdrms. on lower
level, with other room that could be used
as den, office or hobby room. Beautifully
landscaped and located in a residential /
commercial zone. (266716) $249,000

First Time Home Owners!
Lunenburg, Vt. — Great starter home
for first time home owners or retirement
home. Nice 2 bedroom home with newer
windows and doors. Plenty of room for
gardening and puttering around.
(2655113) $69,500

Aurore M. Hood Real Estate

www.hoodre.com • amhre@hoodre.com

NORTHUMBERLAND
Nice 2 unit on Rt. 3 North with stable rental history.
Possible retail storefront location with good traffic flow.
Building is on a .47 acre lot. (2635667) $66,900

Your “Bridge” to peace of mind in the North Country

JEFFERSON
Great opportunity to own a farmstead and a piece of history. The
original home was built in the 1800’s added onto in the 1900’s and
again in 2003. All 42 acres of land is suitable for both farming and
agriculture with panoramic views of the Presidentials.Included are
5 bedrooms, a large country kitchen, formal dining room, living
room and a family room. Office space with its own entrance, a spa-
cious entertainment deck with hot tub, a post and beam barn and a
new 26x52 garage with a loft. Some of the furniture can be negoti-
ated. Totally renovated!(237197) $339,900

12 Middle Street, Lancaster, NH 03584 ~ (603) 788-4463 FAX 788-4483
Dotte Scott, Broker

Sales Agents: Jennifer Savage, Malcolm Call, Tim Savage, Rusty Scott and Gerry Pons
www.dscottre.com

- 788-2431

“Listings Welcome”

Upcoming events----------------------------------------------
(Continued from Page 16)

Program. Weeks Memorial
Library from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
BY APPOINTMENT. For more
info call Sam Chase at (603)
837-2466.

First Thursday of every
month. Mount Washington
Kennel Club will meet at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Lancaster at 7 p.m. Info: 1-802-
328-2428 or
mtwashkenclub@yahoo.com

Pittsburg Ridge Runners
meet second Thursday at their
clubhouse on Dickson Lane.
Potluck supper at 6:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by business meeting at
7:30 p.m.  Open to the public
and held monthly until April 5,
2006.

The Piecemakers Quilters
(Saturday group) meets on the
first and third Saturday of each
month. 10 a.m. at the Colebrook
Elementary School Library.
Everyone welcome.

EVERY OTHER MONTH
Geo. L. O’Neil Post 62

American Legion Meets at 7:30
p.m. on the second Tuesday of
even numbered months at the
Post, Pleasant Street Colebrook.
Info: ADJ. Larry Pryor, 237-
4421

Thanks for reading!

FAIR HOUSING
NOTICE

All real estate advertising con-
tained in this newspaper is subject to
state and federal fair housing laws.
The federal Fair Housing Act of 1968
makes it illegal to advertise any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
actual or perceived handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or any
intention to make any such prefer-
ence, limitation or discrimination.
The Great Northwoods Journal will
not knowingly accept any real estate
advertising that is in violation of the
law. All dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Real Estate

FITCHBURG, Mass.—- This
past Saturday Mathew Pelchat
of White Mountains Regional
High School placed 14th at the
New England Outdoor Track
and Field championships held at
Fitchburg State College in
Fitchburg, Mass. Pelchat’s best
toss on Saturday was 154’ 3”,
well below his personal best of
183’ 8” set the Saturday before
at the NH Meet of Champions.

According to Pelchat “The
conditions were terrible. It
rained all day and the meet was
held up due to thunder and
lightening.” While the condi-
tions may have been a factor

Pelchat disappointed with
New England results

Pelchat also felt that the tension
of waiting for the girls javelin to
finish may have played a factor,
“ I always throw better when the
boys javelin goes first, but I
can’t use any excuses”, said
Pelchat.  “Everyone else had to
throw in that weather too.”
Only one participant Eric
Alfiere of Woodland, Conn., the
eventual champion, threw a per-
sonal best reaching 187’ 8” .
William Wrobel the other NH
competitor placed third with a
throw of 176 ft. even. 

Overall, Pelchat was happy

Pelchat ----------------------
(Continued on Page 22)



Page 18 Great Northwoods Journal June 16, 2007

Groveton Fish and Game Club continues
to take care of their Tree Farm

By Lyndall Demers
GROVETON — The

Groveton Fish and Game Club
owned a 126-acre lot on Lost
Nation. The property is also
home to the Club’s shooting
range.

In 2005, Richard Dupuis, a
local logger was contracted by
the club to harvest wood on the
Lost Nation property owned by
the club.

The last time the property
was cut was 1983. Charlie
Baylies was the forester at that
time also. The plan was to har-
vest wood that is ready for mar-
ket, and increase the shooting
range to 200 yards. 

Much of the terrain is rough,
rugged ground. There are lots of
birch tree. The club was given a
ballpark figure of $10,000 to
$15,000 as income from a selec-
tive harvest.

The shooting range has been
closed during the times that the
loggers were on the property, so
that no one would be injured.

It is interesting to note the
difference in prices paid from
the 1983 harvest and what is
being paid now for various types
of wood.

In 1983 the top dollar per
1,000 board feet for Spruce and
Fir was $7. In 2005 when the
logger was contracted to cut the
log, it was $125. For Sugar
Maple it was $65. The 2005
price was $375. Yellow Birch
was $70, and in 2005 it was
$140. Tie logs were $25 and in
2005 they were $40. 

The club saw the need to
expand their shooting range to
200 yards, and wanted to put in
a better 100 yard berm.

Also they wanted to cut some
of the wood that was ready to be
harvested for the market, to
help improve wildlife habitat
and improve the timber stand
yield.

Forester Charlie Baylies was
on the scene at the original cut-
ting in 1983, and was once again
consulting forester for this har-
vesting as well. Louis LaFeuille
was president at that time, and
he served the Club for 10 years
in that capacity. He was able to
be present for the walk of the
lot, too.

At the Club’s April meeting
Richard Dupuis updated the
club on what was happening
with the logging process at the
Club’s Shooting Range in Lost
Nation. He said things were
going well, and that they had
started work on some landings.
One is about two acres. At that
time Mr. Dupuis said that in his
30 years of logging, it was the
toughest lot he’d ever been on.
He estimated a completion date
to be the end of May. On May
31st, I met Forester Charlie
Baylies, F&G Club President
Les Hilton, Treasurer Phil Page,
Secretary Charlie Duursema,
Vice President Steve Young, and
former President Louis
LaFeuille to walk the area. Mr.
Dupuis’ crew was driving some
of the equipment out as we were
waiting to go in.

This is the old 100 yard berm. (Courtesy photo)

Cutting for 200 yard range, done in 2005. (Courtesy photo)

The day we walked the area,
it was raining and had rained
all day. The going was muddy,
but the area was much
improved over what it was
before the cutting.

Looking up some of the trails
from the main road into the lot,
it looked like a pretty steep
place to negotiate on foot, much
less on a piece of equipment.
The members of the Club were
very pleased with the work that
had been done.

They were excited about now
being able to plant seed to cover
the landings and trails that had
been cleared around the proper-
ty.

Phil Page strolled on ahead
to see the view from the top. He
said it was beautiful. The rest of
us opted not to climb all the way
up, as it was pretty cloudy and
overcast.

Not far up the trail, we noted
a fairly recent moose track. It
seemed that the animal was
walking just ahead of us—but
we never saw it.

The area is beautiful. We
could hear birds singing and
small animals scurrying away
from the trail as we made our
way up through the woods.
Members of the public are wel-
come to walk the trails. It would
make a great outing.

As we walked back toward
the entrance of the shooting
range, we walked through a
huge landing—about two
acres—where there was still a
huge pile of logs waiting to be
transported. The pile made the
men walking ahead of me look
very tiny.

The Club members were very
excited not only about the cut-
ting that is now complete, but
about the new berm that has
been completed at 100 yards,
and the new 200 yard range
which is now finished. Along
with the pistol range, and the
pond, which was used recently
for the Club’s Annual Fishing

Derby.
In talking with Mr. Dupuis

on June 11, he said that his
crew was done in the woods.
There is still some chipping to
do and a couple more loads of
pulp to ship, but that’s it.

He said that the areas to be
seeded were all harrowed and
seeded on Friday, June 8.

The wood, depending on what
wood it was, was shipped to
Allard Brothers Mill in
Brattleboro, Vt., some to Perras
Lumber in Groveton and some,
mostly cherry, went to Ethan
Allen in Beecher Falls, Vt.

So coming out of the woods,
the question became, how many
of this crew will be around in 20
years or so, when it’s time to
harvest more timber from the
lot? I guess we’ll have to wait
and see.

The Club and the area are
very lucky to have access to an
area such as this. 

Heading down the trail back toward the shooting range, was
a tricky walk. With mud underfoot, you had to be watchful of
your footing. (Photo by Lyndall Demers)

These men were dwarfed by the log pile on the Fish and Game
Club’s property in Groveton. From left were: Louis LaFeuille,
Forester Charlie Baylies, Dr. Phil Page, Steve Young and Les
Hilton. Charlie Duursema managed to avoid the camera for
this photo. (Photo by Lyndall Demers)

Looking across the range, the 200 yard range is on the left and
the 100 yard berm is on the right, behind Phil Page, left, and
Charlie Duursema, as they walked and talked their way back
to the shooting range entrance in Lost Nation in Groveton.

(Photo by Lyndall Demers)

Louis LaFeuille went to see
the work done on the Fish
and Game lot in Groveton,
just as he did back in 1983. 
He served as president of the
club for 10 years.

(Photo by Lyndall Demers)

This log yard is also going to be a landing for
wildlife. This is one of several on the lot, although
the others are not as large as this one.

(Photo by Lyndall Demers)
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time winners in Nextel Cup
competition. The past two races,
leading into Pocono, at Lowe’s
Motor Speedway and Dover
International Speedway—have
resulted in Casey Mears and
Martin Truex Jr. visiting
Victory Lane for the first time in
their Nextel Cup Series careers.
Last year at this time Denny
Hamlin grabbed his first Cup
win at Pocono Raceway. Each
new winner earned their victory
with precision of a veteran win-
ner, racking up impressive
stats. In fact, since the start of
2005, there have been seven
first-time winners—each time
their coming-out party earned
high marks. Hamlin, who navi-
gated the unique Pocono layout
with a skill unexpected from a
rookie, saved his best for last—
or second and showed his first
win was no fluke. He built upon
the success and completely dom-
inated the second race at Pocono
last season.

• TNT broadcasted Sunday’s
Pocono 500, the first of six tele-
casts this season. The network
took over for FOX which broad-
cast the first 14 races this sea-
son. The cable network con-
cludes its broadcast at
Chicagoland Speedway on July
15, so fans will only have to put
up with the slanted and bias
views of Wally Dallenbach for
six weeks. Dallenbach often
seems to be reporting a different
race than everyone is watching.
Bill Weber is the returning host
and will be joined by Dallenbach
and Kyle Petty, taking over for
the late Benny Parsons, in the
broadcast booth. Petty stepped
out of his No. 45 Dodge for five
of the six TNT events to join
Weber and Dallenbach in the
booth and will return to the seat
of the No. 42 at Infineon
Raceway on June 24 helping call
the action from behind the
wheel. “It just so happens they
(TNT) have six races in the mid-
dle of the season that was per-
fect for me,” said Petty. “I’m at

that point in my career I’ve got
to start looking for my next
career and my next job anyhow.”

• Rumors •
• The talk about Sharpie and

Earnhardt has died down. Gibbs
is still a player, VISA is still a
player—although they deny it)
but everything points to
Earnhardt finding every way
possible to end up at Richard
Childress Racing.

• Doomsday talk is black on
the future of Michael Waltrip.
The organization is deeper in
debt and has more problems
than ever. Internal issues are
prevalent. Expect more details
by the end of the week.

• Quote of the Week •
• “Simply stated Bill France

Jr. was one of the greatest
visionaries of our sport. Bill
France Jr. took our sport to the
next level. He continued his
father’s vision and guided our
sport through a period of
tremendous growth. His vision
built relationships with corpo-
rate sponsors and television
partners that helped build our
fan base that reaches far beyond
just the southeast. These are his
greatest accomplishments. His
vision, knowing what he wanted
NASCAR to become and be, had
made NASCAR a national sport.
We should all be fortunate for
Bill France Jr. and his dedica-
tion to the sport we love. I raced
under Bill France Jr. for 20
years. He treated every competi-
tor fair and with honesty. He
was not only a trusted leader,
but a good friend who will be
truly missed.”  — Richard Petty.

• On Deck •
• The Nextel Cup teams will

travel to Michigan International
Speedway for the Citizens Bank
400 on Sunday, June 17, (Dad’s
Day), TNT, 2 p.m. Kasey Kahne
was both the 2006 pole winner
and race champion. MIS is
expected to host over half a mil-
lion fans during its three race
weekends in 2007.

Rumors ----------------------------------------------------------
(Continued from Page 7)

Greg Biffle says he is committed to finishing out his contract
with Roush Fenway Racing that runs until the end of next
season. (Photo by Steve Poulin)

After: Pocono 500
Rank Driver Points Behind
1. Jeff Gordon 2249 Leader
2. Matt Kenseth 2007 -242
3. DennyHamlin 2002 -247
4. Jimmie Johnson 1944 -305
5. Jeff Burton 1828 -421
6. Tony Stewart 1733 -516
7. Carl Edwards 1710 -539
8. Clint Bowyer 1659 -590
9. KevinHarvick 1648 -601
10. Kyle Busch 1613 -636

Nextel Cup Series Standings

WHITEFIELD — For 20
years the Kilson family has
traveled throughout the country
sharing their love of lumber-
jacking by demonstrating ax
throwing, the two-man crosscut,
the springboard chop, and much
more.

On Father’s Day weekend,
the award winning family will
bring their expertise to Moun-
tain View Grand Resort & Spa,
offering exciting demonstrations
that showcase a New England
tradition.

“It’s going to be really cool
and really fun, but very re-
laxed,” said Sherry Kilson, who
has been sharpening her skills
in a number of timbersports for
over 20 years.

Mrs. Kilson, along with her
husband David, son Joshua,
father Cal Strong and sister
Sharon, are busy gearing up for
three demonstrations at Moun-
tain View. 

On Saturday, June 16 the
renowned family will share in
their passion for the competitive
world of lumberjacking and offer
educational insight on how the
sport began. The day kicks off at
10 a.m., with two additional
shows at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

Mrs. Kilson and her husband
recently moved to New Hamp-
shire from Connecticut in hopes
of “getting away from it all,” and
they’re thrilled to be showcasing

the entire family’s talents in a
place that is so germane to the
history of the forestry industry.

Traveling the competitive
lumberjack sports circuit for 20
years, she said she has had a
chance to see many impressive
competitors from all over the
world, but she’s not shy about
mentioning her own family’s tal-
ents either.

Her father, Cal, is legendary
in the sport, and her husband,
David has earned his share of
awards as well. David, who spe-
cializes in the ax throw, has be-
come so well-known that when
he enters a competition, he said
people immediately get irritat-
ed.

“They look and say, oh, he’s
here,” David said with a smile.
He’s taken the top spot in the
competition numerous times,
beating pros from around New

England. “All I did was the ax
throw,” David said, “and I was
getting good at it.”

His sister is pretty good at
what she does, too. She holds
the world record in the 8 x 8
underhand chop.

Even though today the Kil-
sons have a great passion for
lumberjack sports, Mrs. Kilson
admits it wasn’t always that
way. “When I was young, I was-
n’t that interested,” she
laughed, “but my dad convinced
me to try it, and now, it’s kind of
addicting.”

During the lumberjack exhi-
bition on June 16, the Kilson
family hopes others will become
addicted to the sport as well.
Each demonstration will high-
light eight different events, in-
cluding the springboard, ax
throwing, crosscut, and under-
hand chop. Additionally, the re-
sort’s Belgian Draft Horse, Ber-
germeister, will be on hand to
help illustrate how twitching (a
method of dragging felled logs
out of the forest by horse) is
used in logging.

The demonstrations are all
free to the public and will take
place in the outdoor arena next
to The Clubhouse at Mountain
View Grand. Viewing areas are
limited so arrive early.

For more information visit
w w w . m o u n t a i n v i e w g r a n d . c o m
or call 603-837-2100.

Award-winning lumberjacking family
holds exhibition at Mountain View Grand

David Kilson is joined by Peter
Camann the resort’s director of
Health & Wellness.
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Eighty-four competitors
turned out on May 19 at the
Waumbek Golf Course in
Jefferson, helping to raise
$10,200 for the 18th Annual
Weeks Medical Center Auxiliary
Golf Scramble. The proceeds
from this year’s successful event
will be used to purchase a
Passport 2 monitor for the hos-
pital’s Oncology Department.

Some cancer patients receive
chemotherapy drugs whose side
effects are toxic to the heart.
Monitors like the Passport 2
record multiple parameters
such as EKG, non-invasive
blood pressure, heart rate and
rhythm, as well as oxygen lev-
els. The new monitor will permit
oncology nurses to provide treat-
ment for up to four patients at a
time.

The tourney’s A Flight pro-
duced a winning team of David
Atkinson, Jeff Atkinson, Carl
Ramsdell and Fred Page.
Second place was captured by
Jay Hartnett, Jeff Corey, Rick
Morrow, and Doug Murray,
while third went to Bob
Snowman, Roger Emery, Tim
MacKillop, and Trevor Fearon.

Winners in the B Flight were
Cheryl MacKillop, Earl Brooks
and Peter Riviere. A team of
Elwin Wright, Jonathan Mc-
Cabe, Rodney Boudle, and Steve
Webster took second while Steve
Swenson, Nate Baker, Doug

Capute, and Mike Roberts
nabbed third. 

In the C Flight, Ron Demers,
John Normand and Ron Lacasse
won the top prize, followed by
second-place finishers Pete St.
Amand, Roland Martin, Al
Martin, and Marc Martin, and
the third-place group, Richard
Lavigne, Carol Lavigne, John
Bockman, and Dan Strum. 

Weeks Medical Center’s spe-
cialized oncology staff coordi-
nates all patient services and is
committed to providing medical
care, support and education to
cancer patients and their fami-
lies. 

The Weeks Oncology
Department medical staff
includes Weeks hematologists/
oncologists Dr. Elizabeth Beng-
tson and Dr. Marc Gautier and
oncology nurses Jean Miller,
RN, ONC and Misty Gagne, RN.
In addition to their specific
oncology training, the nurses,
along with unit coordinator Gail
McGee, also provide assistance
with the multiple issues faced
by cancer patients and their
families. 

Cancer therapies are as var-
ied as the patients treated.
Depending on the type of cancer
and its stage of development,
chemotherapy (the use of chem-
icals to treat cancer) is used to
cure or contain the disease.

Weeks Auxiliary Golf
Scramble raises $10,200

Brian Halloran returns to Dalton
from duty on Mexican border

By Lyndall Demers
Tech Sergeant Brian

Halloran of Dalton, is back
home following two month’s
duty in Nogales, Ariz., where it
borders with Nogales, Mexico.

While stationed there he was
part of Operation Jump Start.
The job of the troops on the
Arizona/Mexico border is to
watch and report to the border
patrol agents, what they see
coming into the United States,
and activity at the border. Then
they guide the agents to the sus-
pect(s).

His unit, Air National Guard
260th, Air Traffic Control
Squadron, is based at Pease Air
Base in Portsmouth was
deployed for the Mexican border
duty, two months ago.

The soldier said that troops
are rotated in and out of the
area all the time, with “virtually
all states represented” in the
area.

The troops deployed there
are part of Entry ID Teams
(EIT). They are armed for pro-
tection, and have night vision
glasses that allow them to be
able to see what’s happening at
night.

Troops watched Mexican
scouts sitting on the Mexican
side of the border, watching the
troops watching them. They
keep alert, watching for any
opportunity that may arise for
them to get someone across the
border.

They saw many drug runners
who were heavily armed, and
many illegal aliens.

Most of the activity takes
place at night. 

Brian described the terrain
as rugged. There are ruts where
people could hide, and the ter-
rain is very unforgiving. He said
the “coyotes” there know the
land—every nook and cranny—
better than the troops—and can
get around very easily, often
times unseen. This way they can
lead aliens across to the United
States. A coyote is a person who
guides aliens across the border
and into the U.S. Another hin-
drance to troops, is there are no
discernible landmarks to help in
telling Border Patrol Agents
where suspects may be. They
have to guide the agents to the
suspects. 

When President Bush
announced last year that
National Guard troops would be
sent to the area, the job became
to hire, train and deploy troops
as part of the Dept. of Homeland
Security responsibility.

Upon arriving at the border,
Tech Sergeant Halloran said he
“never realized how porous our
border is.” It is a constant
steady-stream of traffic crossing
the border every day.

He noted that there were
lines and lines of trucks bring-
ing things into the United
States. The trucks carried pro-
duce, and other trade items.
Often there would be a load con-
taining marijuana. He acknowl-
edged a big “trade imbalance.”

Looking into Mexico from Nogales, Ariz.
(Photo courtesy Brian Halloran)

A steady stream of trucks bringing goods into the United
States from Mexico, was the norm, every day.

(Photo courtesy Brian Halloran)

This mesh tent provided welcome relief from the hot sun.
(Photo courtesy Brian Halloran)

There was never anything going
out.

He never realized how much
traffic there was there. In some
places the border is only a single
strand of barbed wire.

He described Operation
Jump Start as an “overt mis-
sion”. “Once in which we were to
see and be seen.”

The existing wall in the area
where he was stationed is 12 to
15 feet high. From his vantage
point he could see that the
homes were supplied with water
from a tank on some of the roofs.
There was no indoor plumbing,
and houses were all very small. 

One photo he had showed
what he called the “dog house”
which was a hang out for drug
cartel scouts. Sometimes they
could hear automatic gun fire in
the distance, and sometimes
there would be smoke coming up
over the horizon. The drug deal-
ers are always at odds with the
Mexican army.

When on duty at the border,
Brian spent some time in a
mesh tent, set up mostly for
shade. It was the only shade for
miles.

The difference in living stan-
dards from one side of the bor-
der, is a big reason that Mexican
are constantly, day in and day
out, trying to get into the United
States. A pregnant woman for
example, will do her very best,
to be in the United States when
her child is born, so that it will
be born an American.

Often times the ones brought
into the country by coyotes are
kept in safe houses. They find
work at very low wages and are
often taken advantage of.

The Mexican border is 1,951
miles long according to the
International Boundary and
Water Commission, and is the
most frequently crossed interna-
tional border in the world, with
some 350 million people cross-
ing legally every year. There are

Tech Sergeant Brian Halloran of Dalton, in Nogales, Ariz. on
the Mexican border. (Photo courtesy Brian Halloran)

illegal aliens being killed on
U.S. soil. Drug lords will rob and
kill illegal aliens and do so every
day.

Brian said that he would
return to the area if he were
called to do so. He found it a real
eye-opener to learn of the num-
ber of crossings that take place
every day, and to see how people
are living on the other side of
the border. He has a greater
understanding as to why these
people would want to come to
our country.

In the Guard for over 20
years, Brian has been to Beirut
in the 80s and served in Africa,
but nothing compared to his
experience at the U.S./ Mexico
border.

At home, Tech Sergeant
Halloran is a lineman with
Verizon. He lives in Dalton with
his wife, Ruth, and his step-
daughter. 

Tech Sergeant Brian Halloran


